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Year 1 Newsletter—Spring Term 2020 

Firstly, we would like to wish you all a happy new year and welcome you back to Keir Hardie in 2020. We hope that you 
all had a restful holiday, and had a chance to relax and re-charge the batteries before coming back in the new year. 
Spring Term will be an exciting term for your child with new topics to learn.                                                                       

PE Dates 
Tuesday and Thursdays 
Please ensure your child brings their PE kit 
into school on this day.  
Pupils are also required to wear suitable 
sports shoes and not wear any jewellery. 

English – In the spring term pupils will be developing oracy skills, using role-play, debate  and mapping stories to plan their 
writing and develop understanding of  balanced argument.  We will be writing  discussing characters point of view.   We will 
continue to focus on handwriting, spelling and grammar e.g. suffixes -s, -es, -ed, -ing, -er, -est  and the prefix un-. 

Maths – We will be looking at ordinal numbers, addition and subtraction within 20 We will also be learning about Length and 
Mass.    

Science – We will be finding out about objects and the material from which they are made. Identify and name  variety of every-

day materials, including wood, plastic, glass, metal, water, and rock, describe the simple physical properties of a variety of every-

day materials and compare and group together a variety of everyday materials on the basis of their simple physical properties.  

Creative Curriculum - Our topic is ‘Comparing life today with my Grandparents & Great Grandparents – toys, education, 
transport & homes’ 
In History - We will be identifying differences between the past and present and to know how toys and household objects have 

changed over time. We will also looking at the similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods. 

Computing – We will begin to use technology purposefully to create, organise, store, manipulate and retrieve digital content. 

Begin to recognise common uses of information technology beyond school. Use technology safely and respectfully, keeping 

personal information private; identify where to go for help and support when they have concerns about content or contact on 

the internet or other online technologies. 

RE – The children will be learning about aspects of Christianity and Hinduism and will have a visit  from a local Catholic Church.  

PSHE – We will be discussing healthy eating and creating our very own healthy menu. This will also link to Computing and DT. 

PE- The children will have two PE lessons every week, one will focus on gymnastics and the other on running, jumping, throw-
ing and catching skills. 

Music – The children will continue with percussion and experimenting with the different sounds they can make.  

 



Homework 
Homework is a very important part of your child’s education. It is usually linked to what your child has learned that week or in preparation for something they are 
going to learn. Homework for this term will focus on spelling, handwriting and mental maths. 

Your child will need support from an adult to read and fully understand what he/she needs to do.  From now on homework is given to the children on Fridays and 
they are expected to hand it in the following Thursday. To encourage the completion of homework in a positive way, we will give a reward at the end of each half 
term, to the children who have completed all homework activities.  

From time to time, we will also set the children a project to complete at home linked to the Creative Curriculum or Science. This is a great opportunity for you to 
work on a fun and creative project with your child.  

Note: School provides homework support on Monday after school from 3:15 till 4:15.  

 

Uniform  

Please ensure that your child’s name is clearly labelled in all of their uniform. Your child should take responsibility for looking after their belong-
ings, particularly in the playground and when changing for PE. If you find you have the wrong item of clothing returned to you, please bring it to 
your child’s teacher and we will endeavor to return the correct items. If a coat, jumper or other item is left in the playground, it will be taken to 
lost property, which is accessible through the school office. 

We hope this newsletter has been helpful. Please make an appointment to see any of the year group teaching staff if you have any worries, 
questions or concerns. Please make sure your child is in school everyday and on time at 8:45am to ensure they don’t miss out on valuable 
learning.  

Thank you for your continued support. 

Mrs. Bangura and Miss Crisp 

Reading 
Important Information 

Please encourage your child to read for 10 minutes every night. 

 Before reading with your child, read his/her target (written in yellow reading record) so that you can help them to achieve 
their target. We also welcome your responses and comments in the same book.  

 Please ensure that your child brings their reading book to school every day. 

 It is also important to share and enjoy books with your child. Remember that books can be borrowed for free from our school 

library or your local library. Reading books together will help your child to acquire rich vocabulary that will support with 
writing exciting stories! 

Educational Visits and Visitors 

We are  planning an experience on comparing the past and now on toys, education, transport and homes related to our 
topic in History.  


