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              20/03/2020                                                                                                                            
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
School Closure due to Coronavirus: 
 
There is going to be a lot of information in this letter and I urge you to read it carefully so that you fully 
understand all the implications of what will be put in place as from Monday 23rd March. As you know the 
school has been instructed to close in the Government’s efforts to slow down the rapid spread of the 
COVID -19 strand of Coronavirus. It is very important that we all support this plan by having limited social 
contact with others as much as possible. Schools are closing not because it is not a safe place to be, but 
because we need to reduce the risk of spreading the disease and overwhelming our NHS. 
 
Children of Keyworkers: 
 
We will only be able to provide a reduced childcare provision for the children of keyworkers (These 
include: Health and social care, Education and childcare, Police/emergency services, local and national 
government, food services workers, public transport and utilities services. A questionnaire went out to all 
parents yesterday asking parents to indicate whether they are a key worker. All other children must 
remain at home and have very limited access to people other than family members who live in the same 
household. This is a very important strategy to help slow down the spread of the virus.  
 
Vulnerable Families: 
 
These are families that are supported by social services, High Needs Funded pupils with Additional 
Educational Needs and children with Education Health Care plans, the school will remain open for these 
pupils. The inclusion team has contacted parents to ensure we have a list of pupils attending and allow us 
to plan appropriate support. Please keep your child at home if they feel unwell or have coronavirus 
symptoms.  
 
Some children have a Free School Meal (FSM) Allocation (families on Income Support, Income-based 
Jobseeker's Allowance or Child Tax Credit). The school is trying to organise a “Grab and Go” packed lunch 
to be collected from the school office between 12 and 1 pm (details of this to be confirmed later today 
after consultation with parents about numbers and discussions with our catering service).  These children 
will not be attending school. 
 
Remember, please keep your child at home if they feel unwell, develop coronavirus symptoms or have 
been in contact with someone with the symptoms.    
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Home Learning Packs: 
 
Staff have prepared home learning packs which will start coming home with your child today. Each pack 
has some age-appropriate work for the children to do at home. On the school website you will find a 
dedicated page to Home Learning which we have created for parents and pupils. The link to this will 
appear on the home page of the website later today. Pupils have also been given their passwords to access 
learning through the Google classroom (see the tutorial on how your child can log into the Google 
classroom on our school website).  
 
There are tabs for each year with a suggested timetable of what the day could look like for children. I 
strongly recommend that parents get their children to follow this structure because home learning can be 
very challenging to manage if unstructured. Also, give your children free time to enjoy games and other 
activities in the afternoon. However, I cannot stress enough the dangers of letting your child play 
unsupervised games online all day long. Not only is this highly addictive but it will result in mental 
health problems and difficult behaviour in the long run. You also need to carefully monitor their use of 
phones and social media activities. I recommend that you check the age limits for the different Social 
Media sites/Apps. We have suggested many interesting activities to be completed online and in the pack’s 
you should find the passwords to access these resources, which will be more beneficial to your child’s 
development. 
 
Length of Closure: 
 
This will depend on how successful we are as a country, in containing the spread of the virus. That is why it 
is important that everyone takes the government guidelines seriously and limit any social contact as much 
as possible. I cannot guarantee that the school will be able to open after the Easter Holidays. However, we 
will continue to be in touch with all families via parent mail and the staff will be continuing to provide work 
and resources to support home learning.  
This International Pandemic has thrown the world into great turmoil. I am appealing that we look after 
each other and support the community during this very tough time. The public is being asked to please 
stop stockpiling; we need to think about others, especially our most vulnerable. 
 
I am sure you will join me in saying a big thank you to all the Keir Hardie Staff, despite the challenges we 
are facing, the staff have remained positive and committed to doing their very best for all our pupils.  As a 
school we would also like to thank you for your continued support. It is important for us all to reach out 
and pull together as a community. The staff and I will be here to answer any questions and provide any 
assistance that we can. Please stay safe and healthy! 
 
Yours Sincerely V.Otieno 
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