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Marking the historic
moment Chaplin met
Gandhi 84 years ago
New public garden celebrates meeting of top minds
Sophie Morton

sophie.morton@archant.co.uk

In September, 1931, two of the
world’s most celebrated and
inﬂuential men met in a house in
Canning Town.
Despite coming from completely
different worlds, Mahatma Gandhi
and Charlie Chaplin were brought
together by a shared understanding
of the struggles of the poor and the
working classes.
Now the historic meeting has been
marked with a specially created
garden near to the site where it took
place, a since demolished house in
Beckton Road that belonged to a
friend of Gandhi.
The Gandhi Chaplin Memorial
Garden is the culmination of a
community project on a disused
piece of land between Chandler
Avenue and Hayday Road.
There to witness its opening on
Wednesday, May 20, was Oona
Chaplin, granddaughter of the
famous ﬁlm-maker and a well-known
actress in her own right, having
starred in popular shows such as
Game of Thrones and The Hour, as
well as a number of ﬁlms.
She said she was “really proud” to
see the garden take shape.
“I love the fact that it’s right next to
a highway, just reminding people in
their cars that actually there is peace
to be found,” she told the Recorder.
“It’s beautiful, I love the fact that
there’s such a close connection with
kids and with nature.”
The actress
explained that
the meeting was
always in the
back of her
mind growing
up.

“There’s two meetings that I’ve
always wondered about, one of them
is the meeting with Gandhi and the
other is a meeting with Einstein,” she
said.
“The three most admirable men,
in my opinion, and if only one
day they had got in a room
together. I wonder if they
talked about the weather
ﬁrst, complimented each
other’s amazing outﬁts
and then got on to talking
about how to save the
human crisis.”
Gandhi was in Britain to
attend a conference on
Indian independence
while Chaplin was
promoting his latest
ﬁlm, but the meeting
very nearly didn’t happen
at
all according to Gandhi Foundation
outreach worker William Rhind.
“Gandhi got a message from
Charlie Chaplin saying he wanted to
meet and he said, ‘who’s this?’,” he
explained. “So someone on his team
explained ‘he’s an actor, you don’t
want to see him, he’s just a clown’.
“Then the person who was hosting
him at Kingsley Hall in Bromley-byBow walked past and said ‘oh, but
you’ve got to see Charlie Chaplin, Mr
Gandhi. He’s the most famous
person in the world, except for
you, of course’.”
Pupils from Rokeby School,
Ravenscroft Primary School and
Keir Hardie Primary School, as
well as Edith Kerrison Nursery
School, donned bowler hats to
mark the occasion and helped
bury a time capsule in the
garden, which was created in
partnership with Groundwork
London.
Opening the garden, Mayor
of Newham Sir Robin Wales,
said: “The story of Gandhi
and Chaplin meeting is an
extraordinary and inspirational
one.
“However, it is typical of
life in Newham where people
from all different backgrounds
come together. The
aim of this garden is
to provide residents
with the opportunity to
meet, share ideas, build
friendships as well as
inspire and inﬂuence
the world.”

 Newham Mayor Sir
Robin Wales officially
opened the garden,
right, Oona Chaplin with
William Rhind, above
inset, and main,
youngsters don bowler
hats and help plant a
time capsule

 Oona Chaplin with Charlie Chaplin impersonator Diego Spano, also inset left
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Mahatma Gandhi
Mohandas Gandhi was born in India in 1869
He moved to London to study law, then at
24 relocated to South Africa, where he lived
and worked for 21 years.
During that time he developed his political
views, faced with discrimination against
black and Asian people.
He helped secure the right for black
people to vote in South Africa and returned
to India in 1915, where he became a leading
campaigner for Indian independence.
He was given the title Mahatma, which
means great soul, in 1914.
In 1948, he was assassinated on his way
to a prayer meeting in New Delhi.
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Charlie Chaplin
Born in London in 1889, Chaplin grew up in
poverty and began performing at an early
age.
At 19, he joined the prestigious Fred
Karno company and visited America, where
he was scouted for the ﬁlm industry.
In 1914 he began appearing in silent
movies and by 1918 he was a global
celebrity.
He moved into production but refused
to work in sound ﬁlms in the 1930s,
continuing to create movies without
dialogue.
Chaplin’s popularity waned in the 1940s
after he was accused of having communist
sympathies and was forced to move to
Switzerland.
He was knighted in 1975 and died two
years later, aged 88.
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