
 

 



 

 

The ethos of our school 

 

At Keir Hardie we aim to inspire our children to achieve excellence. We 

expect children to be Motivated in their learning, display a posi-

tive Attitude at all times, show Gumption when faced with obstacles, 

demonstrate Independent thinking and always Communicate effectively. 

We call these our MAGIC habits. 

We insist on outstanding teaching and learning in order to ensure that all 

children make excellent progress in all areas of the curriculum. 

We value parent partnership and work closely with families to support 

their children’s’ learning by ensuring that children are in school every day 

and are continuing the learning journey at home. 

Class Names 

In Early Years Foundation Stage the names 

are: 

 Reception    Nursery 

 

 Butterfly Class         Ladybird Class 

 Bee Class         Caterpillar Class 

  



 

 

Tips for starting school  

 

As parents, you play a vital role in the education of your child. This process be-

gins long before they come to school. As the time for school approaches, there 

are ways in which you can help prepare your child and make their entry to 

school a happy time. Here are a few suggestions:  

 Get to know other children that are starting at the same time  

 Help your child to look after their own belongings, to be able to dress 

themselves, recognise their name on clothing, use the toilet and to eat 

with a knife and fork  

 Be positive about starting school (hide any of your own worries or fears)  

 Play games together e.g. eye spy, snakes and ladders, snap  

 Help your child to realise how numbers occur in everyday life  

 Inform the school of any health, social or emotional problems  

 Practise writing your child’s name—please encourage them to use lower 

case letters (except for the starting letter). Also teach the sound of letter as 

well as its name.  

 

Home / School Communication 

At Keir Hardie we will keep you up to date with all aspects of school life 

through letters, our website and text messages. Every half-term you will 

receive a  school newsletter which is full of dates, information, news of 

forthcoming events and celebrations of our pupils’ achievements. Our 

website is updated regularly and includes information from individual 

classes and photos of school events. The address is 

www.keirhardie.newham.sch.uk. If, at any time, you have concerns 

about your child in school, either have a quick chat with your class  

teacher or make an appointment either before or after school. 
 



 

 

Term Dates 2019/20 

Autumn Term 2019 

Start Date: Wednesday 4th September 2019   

Staff INSET Days: Monday 2nd September & Tuesday 3rd September 2019 

Half Term Holiday : Monday 21st October 2019 - Friday 25th October 2019 

Religious Festivals: Diwali Sunday 27th October 2019 

Parents Evening: Thursday 14th November 2019 

EYFS Nativity: Tuesday 17th December 2019  

Winter Fair: Thursday 19th December 2019 

Finish Date: Friday 20th December 2019 (Half Day)  

 

Spring Term 2020 

Staff INSET Day: Monday 6th January 2020 

Start Date: Tuesday 7th January 2020 

Reception Application Deadline: Wednesday 15th January 2020 

Half Term Holiday: Monday 17th February-  Friday 121st February 2020  

World Book Day: Thursday 5th March 2020 

Finish Date: Friday 3rd April 2020  

 

Summer Term 2020 

Bank Holiday: Monday 17th April 2017  

Start Date: Monday 20th  April 2020  

Bank Holiday: Monday 4th May 2020 

Half Term Holiday: Monday 25th May-Friday 29th May 2020 

End of Term Finish Date: 17th July 2020 TBC 
 



 

 

Absences 

If your child is going to be 

away from school for any   

reason please let us know in  

advance. 

In case of illness please ring 

the school in the morning  

Tel: 0207 476 1284 
 

Holidays during term time & 

Punctuality 

We do not authorise holidays 

during term time as this will   

affect your child’s education.  

If you are planning to be away 

from the school for any reason 

other than illness please write a 

letter in advance explaining the 

reason and collect an absence 

form from the front desk.  

School starts at 8:45am (12:15pm 

for Nursery pm) when the chil-

dren are introduced to the day’s 

activities. Please don’t be late 

and miss this very important part 

of the day!    

Children can be collected at 

3:15 (11.45am for Nursery am) 

when the school day ends. We 

will only allow children to leave 

with known adults, so please let 

the staff know if there is a 

change. 

Sickness 

Children suffering from diar-

rhoea or sickness should be 

well for 24 hours before   re-

turning. This helps prevent 

the illness from spreading to 

others. 

Children take part in physi-

cal play throughout the day 

and may sometimes have a 

bump or fall. We have fully 

qualified first aid trained 

staff across the school and 

you will be informed if your 

child is hurt or unwell.  

Please make sure we have 

your most recent mobile 

phone number in the unlike-

ly case of a more serious is-

sue. 

 

Head lice 

Please help us to prevent 

head lice in school by  

ensuring long hair is tied 

back and checking your 

child’s hair  regularly, if nec-

essary treating it as soon as 

any lice or eggs are  

noticed. 

Packed Lunches 

If your child brings a packed 

lunch, please ensure that this is 

healthy and nutritious for  a  

growing brain. It could include a 

sandwich, salad, pasta or  rice 

and a piece of fruit, or a  

yoghurt. 

General Information 
 

 
 



 

 

 

School Uniform 

Children must wear navy blue skirt or trousers with a white shirt and blue jumper 

or cardigan. Black school shoes should be worn (laces can be worn if your child 

can tie them.) If you send your child to school wearing wellies in bad weather 

please make sure they have a change of shoes to wear inside as well. Please 

ensure your children wear  sensible plain black, flat shoes. They will be doing lots 

of running around. 

Please remember to label all your children’s clothes.  

Playing with paint & water is all part of learning and while we provide aprons,   

children will get messy at times.  We appreciate your understanding of this. All 

paints & other materials that we use are machine washable! 

 

 

Outdoor Learning! 

All children have the opportunity to play outside throughout the day.                      

This is because children learn best when they are choosing where to learn.  

Please make sure your children bring warm clothes during the winter months 

and sunhats during the  summer.  



 

 

Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum 

The Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum has seven different areas of learning, all of 

which are taught through practical play-based activities indoors and outdoors. We 

commission artists, coaches, visitors and specialists teachers to support the delivery of 

high quality learning and teaching.    

Information about your child’s progress is collected 

in profile books which are always available for you 

to read, make comments in and enjoy. 

Mathematics 

Numbers 

Shape, Space & Measures 

Understanding of the World 

People & Communities 

The World 

Technology 

Expressive Arts & Design 

Exploring & Using Media and  

Materials 

 Being Imaginative 

Physical Development 

Moving & Handling 

Health & Self Care 

 

Literacy  

Reading & Writing 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional De-

velopment 

Self Confidence & Self Awareness 

Managing Feelings & Behaviour 

Making Relationships 

Communication and  Language 

Speaking 

 Listening & Attention  

Understanding 

 

 

 

Parent consultation meetings take place termly and 

you will also receive termly targets from the class 

teacher to support with your child’s progress.  



 

 

Supporting Learning 

We hold half termly parent  workshops to advise and help parents in supporting 

their children with learning at home. Look out for the information on the 

newsletter and posters in the EYFS noticeboard. 

 

You will get a half termly curriculum newsletter and weekly parent planning to 

help you talk about learning at home. 

 

For Reception children, homework will come home each week which will in-

clude an English focus and the maths 5 a Day book. To encourage parents 

and pupils to enjoy learning outside of school, a home activity will be set every 

Friday for nursery children. Each half term a creative arts project will be set. 

Nursery homework will be set via the EasyPeasy app. 

 

Send pictures, Magic Awards and updates from the things you do at home  

into school so they can be shared in class. 

Maths and Science! 

You could: 

Count and sort various objects like shells, stones, buttons etc. 

Talk about how they are the same, and how they are different.  

Set the table at meal time and check if there are enough knives and forks.  

Play games like Snap, Ludo and Snakes and Ladders. This helps with turn tak-

ing too. 

Ask your child to help with shopping – count objects into the bag. 

Pay for objects, or have a small amount of pocket money to buy penny 

sweets. 

Remember to say ‘coin’ rather than ‘penny’ unless it is a penny.  

Play with construction toys which help with manipulative skills and interest  in 

technology. 



 

 

             Reading! 

 
 

All parents are invited to come 

into school and read with their 

child for 15 minutes every  

Friday at 8.45am and 12:15pm 

Books are provided! 

Four Tips For Reading Success 

 

Choose a quiet time: Set aside a quiet time with no distractions. Ten to 

fifteen minutes is usually long enough.  

 

Make reading enjoyable: Make reading an enjoyable experience. Sit 

with your child. Create a sense of a special  time to share. 

 

Maintain the flow: If your child mispronounces a word, do not interrupt 

immediately. Instead allow opportunity for self-correction. It is better to 

tell a child some unknown words to maintain the flow rather than insisting 

on trying to build them all up from the sounds of the letters. If your child 

does try to 'sound out' words, encourage the use of letter sounds rather 

than 'alphabet names'. 

 

Talk about the books: There is more to being a good reader than just  

being able to read the words accurately. Just as important is being able 

to understand what has been read. Always talk to your child about the 

book; about the pictures, the characters, how they think the story will 

end, and their favourite part. You will then be able to see how well they 

have understood and you will help them to develop good comprehen-

sion skills.  

Writing! 

Whenever your child makes marks, ask them to talk about them. It 

might not look as you think it should, but if she says it says ‘Alex’, 

that is what it DOES say! 

‘Writing’ need not involve a pen! Write in sand, or rice, or with a 

magic finger in the air!  



 

 

We look forward to working with you and your 

child! 

 

If you have any questions about the school or the Early Years Foun-

dation Stage, please do not hesitate to ask any of the adults who 

work in our  

Reception or Nursery. 

13 Robertson Road London  E16 1FZ  

Tel: 020 74761284  Email: info@keirhardie.newham.sch.uk 

www.keirhardie.newham.sch.uk 


