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Staff Overview

Keir Hardie Senior Team

Ms Otieno 
(Headteacher)

Ms Tromp & Mrs Singh 
(Deputy Head)

Ms Nguyen
(EYFS Assistant Head)

Ms Woodhall
(Assistant Head-SENCO)

Mr Baako 
(Assistant Head-Teaching & learning)

Miss Stevenson 
EYFS Phase Leader 

All our staff are dedicated, passionate and skilled practitioners who ensure 
that children are happy and work hard in order to achieve the highest 

standards possible. Your child will be in a class with a Class Teacher and 
Teaching Assistant or Nursery Nurse. All the Early Years staff work as one 

team.



The ethos of our school: 

•At Keir Hardie we aim to inspire our 
children to achieve excellence. We 
expect children to be Motivated in their 
learning, display a positive Attitude at all 
times, show Gumption when faced with 
obstacles, demonstrate Independent 
thinking and always Communicate 
effectively. We call these 
our MAGIC habits.

•We insist on outstanding teaching and 
learning in order to ensure that all 
children make excellent progress in all 
areas of the curriculum.

•We value parent partnership and work 
closely with families to support their 
children’s learning by ensuring that 
children are in school every day and are 
continuing the learning journey at home.



Three Prime Areas of learning & 
development

1)Communication & Language 
2)Physical Development
3)Personal, Social & Emotional Development

Four Specific Areas:
1)Literacy (reading and writing)
2)Mathematics
3)Understanding of the World
4)Expressive arts & design

 
The Foundation Stage curriculum is 
play-orientated and based on the 
premise that children learn from 
first hand experience. 

Learning is further enhanced through 
‘focus group’ work with Class Teachers, 
TAs and Nursery Nurses. 

The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum 
(Nursery & Reception)



• Every early years pupil gets to take part in 
Forest School.

• “Forest School is an inspirational process, 
that offers ALL learners regular opportunities 
to achieve and develop confidence and 
self-esteem through hands-on learning 
experiences in a woodland or natural 
environment with trees” Forest School 
Association

• Our Forest School leaders are trained by 
Bridgwater College, and they run sessions 
one afternoon per week every half a term. 

• Forest School gives your child an opportunity 
to enjoy the great outdoors and to take part 
in exciting and challenging activities like 
bug-hunting, building shelters and foraging. 
Forest School is one of the ways that we help 
children to grow in confidence.

We’re a Forest School



Meeting Learning Needs

• Plan weekly as a Foundation Stage 
team for pupils of different levels 
and abilities

• Plan for challenge and extension 
(sometimes through additional 
problem solving to apply learning) 

• Plan for children with Special 
Educational Needs 

• Teaching Assistants and Nursery 
Nurses work with a variety of 
targeted children

• Literacy, Maths and ‘Special 
Books’ to allow parent contribution 
as well as an ongoing record.



Other Areas of Learning
• ICT (classroom Ipads and 

interactive whiteboard for all Early 
Years classes)

• Woodwork Area

• Gardening sessions 

• PE (gymnastics and games with 
specialist gym teacher & PE coach)

• Enrichment Weeks

• School trips

• To support our working families 
Reception to Year 6 children have 
access to After School Play Club 
until 6:30pm & Extra-Curricular 
Activities including a breakfast club 
– £1 a day 



Daily Routines
• At the start of the day children               

practice handwriting

• Three structured teacher led 
carpet sessions – literacy, 
numeracy and phonics 

• Adult led play activities

• Adult led guided activities – 
reading, writing and numeracy

• Reception children are supported 
in the lunch hall by the Early Years 
staff

• Structured indoor and outdoor play 
to meet the needs of all children



If you have a concern about your child 
Please go to the Class Teacher or support 
assistant/key worker first for day to day 
communication. 

For more serious issues please see the Phase 
Leader, Inclusion team, Assistant Head, 
Deputy Headteacher or Headteacher

Home Visits
Your child will be given a virtual home visit by 
your child’s new class teacher and adult 
support in September (you will be sent a letter 
with the exact date & time). This is to allow 
you to have a one to one conversation about 
your child’s learning needs and to meet our 
staff. 



First Aid
Whilst we do everything we can to 
make sure that they are safe, children 
do sometimes fall over and getting the 
occasional bruise is part of growing up! 
Our staff are first aid qualified and will 
treat all bumps and bruises. If your child 
bumps their head we will make a 
courtesy call home to let you know. We 
also send home accident slips with 
children and aim to let you know the 
same day if there has been an 
accident. 

Please make sure that we have an up 
to date contact number in case we 
need to get hold of you.



• Reading with or to your child every day and get them into the 
habit of bringing their book bag & Reading is Fun book  to 
school 

• Practice any letter sounds sent home with your child and 
support them to complete any additional tasks sent home by 
the teacher such as the 5 a Day Maths 

• Talk to your child about their school day! Discuss things that 
they see around them and extend their vocabulary

• Make a commitment to attend Parents’ Evenings, Open Days 
and workshops 

• If there are concerns over your child’s behaviour or how they 
settle in, work with the school and support the class teacher by 
providing consistent messages between school & home 

• Ensure that your child has good attendance and punctuality by 
establishing good routines at home 

• eg. Bedtimes, preparing clothes ready for the morning etc

• Practice health and self care needs e.g. toileting, getting 
change, using utensils to eat, buttons, zips and laces

How can I best support my child’s learning?



• Newsletters, text alerts, parent 
planning and website. 

• Weekly parent reading on Fridays

• Helping on School Educational Visits

• Our regular coffee morning 
workshops provide a rolling program 
of interesting topics which enable 
you to find out more about the work 
of many aspects of the school.

• End of year report & Parents Target 
Setting Evenings

• Parent volunteers

• Our PTA

Parents at Keir Hardie



All children must wear complete school 
uniform:

• School polo shirt (white)
• Sweater with school logo (blue)
• Blue cardigan
• Navy or black elasticated trousers or skirt 

(not jogging bottoms)
• Black Shoes with suggested velcro fastening
• Any sensible school coat
• Please ensure that you have adequate 

spare uniform (your child may get messy on 
occasions due to the practical nature of 
learning activities)

• PE Kit:
• House t-shirt
• Blue shorts/joggers  
• Plimsoles
• A named PE bag
• All PE Kit fully labeled with your child’s name 

and if possible, their class

Jewelry is not allowed because of Health & 
Safety (stud earrings are accepted but not 

hoop earrings). Nail varnish is not permitted. 

School Uniform



Attendance
95% attendance is the national and 96% school target. Anything below 95% 

will be recorded as unsatisfactory. 

Unacceptable 
Reasons 
for Pupil Absence:

Family holiday 
(we do not authorise any 
holidays during term time)

Going to the dentist 
(plan well ahead and make 
appointments during holiday 
times or after school)

Hairdressers
Birthday
Shopping
Got up late

Valid reasons for 
having 
time off school:

Serious sickness 
(more than a sniffle 
  or a cold)

Close family funeral 

Hospital treatment

Emergency dental 
treatment



               Snack 
Area
All Early Years classrooms have a 
dedicated snack area for pupils to access 
throughout the day. The snack area is vital 
in developing pupil’s:

•Social skills and the use of a knife and fork
•Independence and knowing when they 
are hungry and/or thirsty.

•Development of fine motor skills as pupils 
serve themselves under the guidance of 
an adult.

•Water and milk is available at the tables 
throughout the day. 

•If you wish for your child to have their own 
water bottle please label it with their 
name.



School Dinners

Keir Hardie Primary School is an
accredited Healthy school, and we pride
ourselves on our healthy, balanced and
varied school meals. We encourage all children 

to have a school dinner as this promotes:

• Social skills and the use of a knife and fork
• As well as the options shown on the menus 

weekly, there is a daily vegetable selection 
for the children to choose from.

• We also have a salad bar where children can 
serve themselves a variety of fresh salad and 
pasta or couscous.

• Water and milk is available at the tables 
during the lunch break. 

• If you wish for your child to have a regular 
packed lunch instead of a school dinner, 
please let the office know.

• We monitor packed lunches to ensure that 
they are healthy. We do not allow sweets, 
crisps or fruit juice in packed lunches. 



Medical and Emergency 
Contact Information

• Medical needs (you need to fill in a medical form and keep us 
informed of any changes)

• Ensure that your child is protected against infectious diseases 
by making sure you have followed the child immunisation 
programme. Check the ‘red book’ (personal child health 
record) or with your GP.

• UP TO DATE Emergency telephone numbers

• UP TO DATE medication e.g. asthma pump, Epipen etc… 

• Change of address

• Keeping school up to date with people authorised to collect 
your child (must be of a suitable age)



We really look forward to working in partnership 
with you.

Thank You! 


