
Subject : History
Progression of Skills and Knowledge
Year Group Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term

Nursery Can retell a simple past event in the
correct order. Remember and talk
about significant events in their own
experience.

Question why things happen.Beginning
to understand why and how questions.

Comment and ask questions about
aspects of daily life.
Compare and contrast different
characters.

Reception Know about similarities and differences
between themselves and others and
among families, communities and
traditions.
Recognise the difference between past
and present in their own and others’
lives.

Look closely at similarities, differences,
patterns and change. Talk about
changes.

Use stories to encourage children to
distinguish between fact and fiction.
Compare and contrast characters from
stories, including figures from the past.

Year 1 Chronological Understanding
Use common words and phrases
relating to the passing of time like:
past, present, before, then, old, new …

Use a source of information to find out
about someone’s life in the past. Give
examples of different sources of
evidence.

Find answers to some simple
questions about the past from
artefacts, stories, pictures,
photographs buildings and digital



Sequence events in their life.
Sequence artefacts (such as toys)
from different points in history.

Historical Enquiry
Ask questions like: What is the name
of the toy?
What was it used for?
Who would use this and why?
What are the differences and
similarities to their toys now?

Knowledge and Interpretation
Compare old toys with new ones/
describe the difference between old
toys and new ones

media.



Year 2 Chronological Understanding
Sequence the main events of the
Great Fire of London

Historical Enquiry
Ask/ answer the following questions:
How did the Great Fire start?
Why did the fire spread so quickly?
Why did the fire go on for so long?
What caused it?
What happened after the fire?

Knowledge and Interpretation

Describe what has changed as a result
of  the Great Fire of London.
Describe what happened during the
Great Fire of London.

Describe people’s beliefs from the past
and why they might be different to our
own (e.g. ideas on medicine in Florence
Nightingale’s time).

Describe the impact of an individual on
modern lives in Britain and beyond
(e.g. Florence Nightingale and
medicine)
Discuss the lives of significant
individuals in the past and compare
aspects of life in different periods

Year 3 Chronological Understanding
Show understanding of the concept of
change over time by representing the
Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age

Historical Enquiry

Show understanding of some of the
ways in which we find out about the
past and identify different ways in
which it is represented e.g research,
use of suitable sources of evidence

Knowledge and Interpretation

Describe memories of key events in their
lives using historical vocabulary
Sequence two periods or events into
correct chronological order such as
Stone Age Britain and Roman Britain.
Use some dates and historical terms
such as ancient and century.

Use key terms: dates, time period,
change, primary and secondary
source, chronology, year, decade,
influence, cause, consequence,
archaeology, excavate, artefact,
continuity, ancient, significance. Use
more than one piece of evidence to
justify a historical inference.



Describe the characteristic features of
the Stone Age/ Bronze Age/ Iron Age
eg beliefs, attitudes and experiences
of men, women and children, homes,
food, daily life, materials used and
animals

Year 4 Chronological Understanding

Explain how individuals or events
contributed to national change and
identity.
Identify key features and events of
time studied, looking for links and
effects across the periods
Offer a reasonable explanation for
some events

Historical Enquiry
Use primary and secondary sources to
find out about daily life in Ancient
Anglo Saxons
Use research skills to find out about
Anglo Saxons

Identify key features and events

Develop a broad understanding of
ancient civilisations

Discuss the lives of significant individuals
in the past and compare aspects of life in
different periods e.g Ancient Egypt

Knowledge and Interpretation
Compare and contrast different aspects
between Athens and Sparta eg religion,
government( monarchy, oligarchy,
democracy), education

Describe a non- European society that
provides contrasts with British history –
Mayan civilization



Knowledge and Interpretation
Compare and contrast different
aspects eg religion, government(
monarchy, oligarchy, democracy),
education..

Year 5 Chronological Understanding

Use historical terms related to the
Elizabethan era. Order significant
events like the invasion of the Spanish
Armada, movements and dates on a
timeline. Describe the main changes

Historical Enquiry
Raise questions based on artefacts
using key vocabulary, where applicable

Knowledge and Interpretation

Find out about beliefs, behaviour and
characteristics of people, recognising
that not everyone shares the same views
and feelings. Compare beliefs and
behaviour with another time studied (e.g.
Greeks with early Islam).

Compare life in early and late times
studied

Compare an aspect of life with the
same aspect in another period



Compare children living during the
Tudor period and now
Show an understanding of events
about Spanish Armada

Year 6 Chronological Understanding

Use relevant dates and a wide range
of historical terms when sequencing
events during the World War 2 period

Historical Enquiry
Devise historical questions about
change, cause and significance of the
World War 2 period

Use historical artefacts, including
workshops to help understand British
lives during World War 2

Knowledge and Interpretation

Create a multimedia presentation on
Rationing /the Blitz /the Holocaust

Explain the effects of air raids and the
causes of evacuation

Make comparisons between aspects of
periods of history and now.

Consider ways of checking the accuracy
of interpretations

Use a range of sources to find out and
make comparisons.  Bring knowledge
gathered from several sources together
in a fluent account.


